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The Future We Were Promised 

Every generation grows up believing tomorrow will be better than today. 
We are told that education is the key. 
That hard work pays. 
That perseverance eventually opens doors. 
For many young people, these ideas were not just advice; they were promises. 
Study hard
Earn a degree. 
Build a career. 
Start a family. 

Own a home. 

Live a better life than your parents. 

But somewhere along the journey, that promise began to fade. 

Today, millions of young people are not questioning their ability. 

They are questioning whether the future they were promised still exists. 

When Qualifications Are Not Enough 

Across the world, young people are graduating from universities with ambition, talent, and hope. 

They leave lecture halls believing they are ready to contribute to society. 

Then reality arrives. 

Applications disappear into silence. 

Interviews end without responses. 

Experience is demanded from people who have never been given the opportunity to gain it. 

Months become years. 

The degree that once represented possibility slowly becomes a reminder of uncertainty. 

According to the International Labour Organization (ILO), young people remain significantly more likely to be unemployed than adults worldwide. Even those fortunate enough to find employment are often trapped in insecure, low-paying, or informal jobs that provide little opportunity for growth. 

Employment was once viewed as the beginning of adulthood. 

Today, securing decent work has become one of adulthood's greatest challenges. 

The New Definition of Success 

There was a time when success meant building something. 

Today, for many young people, success simply means surviving another month. 

Paying rent. 

Buying food. 

Keeping the lights on. 

Avoiding debt. 

These have become achievements in themselves. 

Across Nigeria, young graduates drive commercial vehicles, sell products online, take multiple freelance jobs, or accept work far below their qualifications—not because they lack ambition, but because survival leaves little room for choice. 

A university degree no longer guarantees economic security. 

It only guarantees that the search continues. 

The Dream of Leaving 

Walk into almost any gathering of young people today and a familiar conversation will emerge. 

"How can I leave?" 

Migration has become one of the defining dreams of this generation. 

Not because people dislike their countries. 

Not because they reject their cultures. 

But because many believe opportunity exists somewhere else. 

In Nigeria and India, countless young professionals seek opportunities abroad in search of stable employment and improved living conditions. 

In Palestine, however, the situation is profoundly different. 

For many families, displacement is not a dream for a better life but a desperate attempt to preserve life itself. 

Different circumstances. 

The same desire. 

A future worth believing in. 

When young people believe their greatest opportunity lies somewhere else, countries lose more than skilled workers. 

They lose innovators. 

Entrepreneurs. 

Researchers. 

Teachers. 

Doctors. 

Leaders. 

They lose the generation meant to shape tomorrow. 

The Cost No One Measures 

Economic reports measure inflation. 

Governments calculate unemployment. 

Markets track productivity. 

But there is another loss that rarely appears in official statistics. 

Hope. 

Hope quietly disappears every time another application is rejected. 

Every time a graduate returns home without good news. 

Every time parents apologise because they cannot provide more. 

Every time someone begins to believe their dreams were unrealistic from the beginning. 

Perhaps the greatest crisis facing young people today is not unemployment itself. 

It is the gradual loss of confidence that tomorrow will be better than today. 

When hope declines, so does innovation. 

So does creativity. 

So does the courage to dream.
Why This Matters for Sustainable Development 

The challenges facing young people are not isolated social problems. 

They lie at the heart of sustainable development. 

Without quality education that leads to opportunity, progress slows. 

Without decent work, poverty becomes more difficult to overcome. 

Without hope, inequality deepens. 

This is why the challenges discussed in this article are closely connected to SDG 4 (Quality Education), SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth), SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities), and ultimately every goal that depends on human potential. 

The Sustainable Development Goals were never only about building stronger economies. 

They were about building societies where every person has a genuine opportunity to thrive. 

Young people are not asking for guaranteed success. 

They are asking for a fair chance. 

Five Years Left 

Last week, we asked whether the world can make survival more affordable. 

This week, we must ask something even more difficult. 

Can the world restore hope? 

Can we create economies where effort still leads to opportunity? 

Can we ensure that education once again opens doors instead of leading to disappointment? 

The countdown to 2030 continues. 

Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals will require more than reducing poverty and hunger. 

It will require rebuilding confidence in the future. 

Because when an entire generation stops believing tomorrow can be better, sustainable development becomes more than a policy challenge. 

It becomes a human one. 

The question is no longer whether young people are losing hope. 

The real question is: 

If those expected to build the future no longer believe in it, who will? 
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